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Since 1991

PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

Thursday, March 24, 2011

Featured Speaker

Sande Mc Bride - Lifetime Napa Resident
& Feather Farm Office Manager

Sande will be sharing her vast knowledge,
experiences and love of birds!

(Bio on pg. 9)
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P.O. Box 6232 - Santa Rosa, CA 95406

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds

in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.

Household Individual | Sr. Household (60+) | Sr. Individual (60+) | Jr. - Under 17

$32.00 $27.00 $27.00 $22.00 $22.00

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!

*3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00.
*Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size.

OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial AD sizes and prices!

ads by deadline Sunday after the
COMMERCIAL RATES Gene¥al Meeting. y
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr | RECBC - Newsletter

1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr | PO BOX 6232

Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr | Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406

mercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

Please mail commercial and early bird

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership: New Renewal
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone Numbers:

Email Address:

Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

P B Amazons P B Doves P B Macaws

P B African Parrots P B Eclectus P B Parrotlets

P B Budgies P B Finches P B Pionus

P B  Canaries P B Gamebirds P B Ringnecks

P B Cockatiels P B Grasskeets P B Rosellas

P B  Cockatoos P B Lories/Lorikeets P B Australian Parakeets
P B Conures P B Lovebirds P B Other

or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Com-

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s staff assume no responsibility for claims of

advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.

2

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406

We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair,
toy making party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be
interested and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you
have any specialized talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us
know!
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EAST PETALUMA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Dave Rupiper DVM, Dipl. ABVP

Avian Specialist, Certified in Avian Practice

1420-B South McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

Fax: 707-765-2984
WEB: WWW.EPAH.NET

Phone:707-765-9098

» AVIAN MEDICINE

« SOFT TISSUE AND ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
o BEAK PROSTHESES AND REPAIR

o FLOCK MANAGEMENT

o BOARDING AND GROOMING

« BEHAVIORAL MANAGEMENT

o ON-SITE LABORATORY SERVICES

o IN-HOUSE NECROPSIES

All RECBC members receive a 10%
discount on all services.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT- Bonnie Scheffler (Dec 10)
(707) 546-1776
VICE PRESIDENT George Lentini (11)
(707) 528-1065 glenti@comcast.net
SECRETARY - Karyn Paulson (13)
(707) 996-9769 kmp@vom.com
TREASURER - Linda Karnstedt (12)
(707) 566-1366
linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
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Cheryl Cattan (12) (707) 664-8965

Donna Shore (11) (707) 585-7524

dshore@recbc.net

Mary Grist (11) (707 433-7431
Hi Everyone!

Sometimes things don’t
always work out as planned.
The first thing is that the
newsletter is being com-
pleted a little late this
month. Our newsletter team
wasn’t flowing as easily as
usual. George has gone back
to work (Congratulations!!),
Peggy is also working more
days each week and | have
been cursed with the virus
everyone seems to be wres-
tling with.

Our previously scheduled
speakers had to cancel so -
bless George — he found us a
great replacement.

Sande Mc Bride from the
“Feather Farm” in Napa has
agreed to share her vast ex-
periences working with the
public and her personal ex-
periences as a bird owner.
Things always work out for a
reason and to have Sande
share the evening with us is

Committee Members

Advertising, Publicity and
Membership

Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

AFA Delegates

Bev Mager (707) 795-8804

Karyn Paulson (707) 996-9769
Hospitality

Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269
Club Librarian

Cheryl Cattan

Newsletter Editor

George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net
Photography

Members

Raffle

Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965
Mary Grist

Outreach Program

Earl McEnaney, & George Lentini

Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

proof enough!

| wanted to remind all
of you that elections are
this month. The ballots
will be included in this
newsletter or you can fill
one out at the general
meeting.

| hope many of you are
feeling well and will be
able to join us on Thurs-
day.

Fondly,

Bonnie




General Meeting Place

Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.

Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

“We understand how
much you care...”

i

dccsonoma.com

EMERGENCY & SPECIALIZED VETERINARY MEDICINE - 24 HOURS A DAY

Support our additional Sponsors.
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.

AVES OCCIDENTALS - Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.

The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.

5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401 Phone: (707) 575-
0433

10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.
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That would mean | no longer have an opportunity to try
to encourage and motivate change in age-old practices of
husbandry amongst those persons not yet choosing newer
birdkeeping methods.

| would become a broken bird club, in a sense...

You know we parrotkeepers are apt to be an odd lot.
Strong-mindedness and obstinacy frequently run in our
veins. ‘Tis not altogether unlike the macaws and amazons,
king parrots and cockatoos we so love to associate with
and keep.

When two sides made up of conscientious and consid-
erate aviculturists face off over a question of moral conse-
guence such as, ‘Do parrots deserve to be in captivity?” or
‘Should birds be allowed to procreate?” or even “Is it right
to take away some of a hookbill’s wing feathers in an at-
tempt to protect it?”’—well, then the persons involved in
the discussion had better be prepared to remain flexible
in their dialogue and attitude towards each other. | know |
can have a Poicephalus temper tantrum flaring up in my
gut during some such conversations; it comes with believ-
ing in what you do.

But | have never yet had an experience where allowing
that tantrum to erupt towards others has ever been bene-
ficial to anyone of us. After all, true wisdom on difficult
issues seldom lies in one view, or its opposite, but instead
floats tantalizingly above the fray, waiting for the calm
and sane ones to grasp it. And the unwritten rule is that it
usually takes many and all hands to reach out and stead-
fastly draw it in.

The less we bird lovers get along—the less arms there
are going to be reaching out for correct answers...

To my way of thinking, it is 2011, folks! Time is way
too short to waste it quibbling among ourselves.

Aloha nui loa,
EB
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causes.

‘Divided we fall’ is not just some overused slogan...

| remember when | was involved in a debate about
breeders and their production practices. Having been a
hobbyist myself for many years, | have come to know both
sides of the picture—that of the aviculturist and that of
the pet owner. In that instance those against breeding la-
beled practices in the bird breeding community as abusive
and cruel. Though | saw the point, | could not totally
agree.

| remarked that it is a bit harsh thinking that breeders
using commercial practices are knowingly "abusive and
cruel” to their parrots. | guess our ‘compassionate’ sides
would tend to === think this, and

some of us in “_..true wisdom on point of fact do,
but the truth difficult issues seldom is many breeders
consider their lies in one view...” psittacine cage
birds as live- S ————=stock in the

same category as horses, reptiles, pigs, chickens, dogs,
cats, or guinea pigs, etc. all of which are reproduced for
income. What goes on in most all realms of animal man-
agement is more often unconsciousness or an attitude of
non-attachment leading to neglect--not outright cruelty
and abuse.

At least that is the way | always choose to write it in
articles and speak it at conventions. It is easy to be
harshly critical, but more difficult to find ways to per-
suade and inspire. We all drive cars and eat foods and pol-
lute; we all harm some creatures on earth, if only mosqui-
toes and roaches, snakes and rats.

If I did not strive to see the imperfections and blame-
lessness in all persons on both sides of a debate—breeders
and bird shoppes and pet owners and zoo keepers, and
animal caregivers--then | would be conveniently labeled as
an intransigent radical animal activist and would never be
invited to give my views in any journals or at speaker
gatherings.
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Minutes of the Board
February 17, 2011

Present: Bonnie Scheffler; George Lentini; Linda Karnstedt;
Karyn Paulson, Donna Shore

Bonnie called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.
Minutes: Approved.

President’s Report: Bonnie reported that Robin Lyons had
agreed to handle setting up committee chairpersons. This year
marks the 20™ anniversary of RECBC, and Robin will spearhead a
committee to brainstorm and create a birthday bash (probably at
Safari West in July). Former members and presidents will be in-
vited to attend. Robin also agreed to coordinate the club’s booth
at the Apple Fair and manage a phone tree.

Treasurer’s Report: See separate page. Linda will bring material
to March’s Board meeting to enable the Board to plan a 2011
budget. Bev Mager had told Bonnie she could perform backup
bookkeeping, and it was agreed that she should be added as an
authorized officer to sign checks. Linda will e-mail to Donna
membership applications she receives when new members pay
her at meetings, so Donna can keep her membership list up-to-
date.

Outreach Program: No specific outings are yet planned.

New Business: Club meeting refreshments will be assigned to
different groups beginning with the March meeting. One-
quarter of the members will be asked to bring snacks each
month, broken down into groups with last names beginning with
A through F; G through L; M through R; and S through Z.

The Calendar of Events has been updated to include Jodi
& Vance Bente speaking on “Belize Ecotourism” in March;

(Continued on page 11)



AFA ~ AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Karyn Paulson (RECBC Secretary) is our delegate for AFA.
She has been to Numerous conventions.

What is AFA’s Mission and Purpose?

The mission and purpose of AFA is to promote the advance-
ment of aviculture through educational programs that en-
able better husbandry, management, and living conditions
for exotic birds; promote avian research and conservation of
exotic birds; keep our members aware of legislative issues
that affect aviculture and aviculturists and keep legislators
aware of the need for fair and equitable regulations.

The goal of AFA is to insure long-term, self-sustaining popu-
lations of exotic birds both in captivity and in the wild.

AFA has a membership consisting of bird breeders, pet bird
owners, avian veterinarians, pet/bird store owners, bird
product manufacturers, and other people interested in the
future of aviculture.

AFA defines anyone keeping exotic birds in captivity as an
"aviculturist" but AFA advocates that this designation car-
ries with it certain responsibilities transcending those of the
owners of domesticated pets like dogs and cats.

AFA believes holders of exotic birds need to be aware of the
special needs of the species they hold, be aware of their
conservation status, up-to-date research findings enhancing
the well-being of the birds, and the state and federal regula-
tions pertaining to exotic birds.

AFA has been identified as the nation's grass roots organi-
zation of bird breeders by the U.S. Congress's Office of
Technology and Assessment.

They are also a Non-Profit Organization.

Karyn has permission to read minutes from the AFA Board
meeting and can keep us up to date on what's happening in the
Exotic Bird World.

Birdkeeping Naturally ~ EB Cravens
January 2011

“Learning to Tolerate One-Another’s
Avicultural Views”

| was talking recently with a bird club member who la-
mented the fact that her group had split up over philoso-
phical and other differences, essentially disagreeing and
becoming two different societies in the same region.

This was not surprising to me as the longstanding par-
rot society here =================in Honolulu, HI un-

derwent the « Divided we fall’ same sort of frac-
ture about fif- is not just some  teen years ago and
divided into two  overused slogan...” clubs. Unfortu-

nately this left both organizations
scrambling for membership and ultimately weaker indi-
vidually than they had been when they were united!

In the case of the member with whom | was discussing,
the breakup occurred over the issue of whether or not
parrots should continue to be bred in captivity. Now that
is a significant topic—one | have considered at length in
other articles; but it is not a matter that can be definitely
resolved amongst twenty or thirty members of a parrot
discussion group. There are just too many variables—
pragmatic and ethical—on both sides of the issue.

So why would such an indeterminate subject such as
the rights or wrongs of psittacine breeding be allowed to
escalate far enough to destroy the cohesion of a long-
standing bird club? It’s not easy to say.

But one thing is certain: just like in our Hawaii society,
some of the members involved put their intolerance...
stubbornness... fanaticism—whatever you want to label it—
above the best interest of the club and the birds them-
selves. That is a shame for the loss of all the good works it

(Continued on page 16)
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Treasurer Report
Linda Karnstedt

Beginning Balance as of 12-31-10 $8,441.86
Ending Balance of 01-31-11 $7,534.22

RECBC 2011-2013 Ballot

The BOD runs with 7 filled positions consisting of 4 office
and 3 at large. We need to fill 4 BOD Positions.

Vote for 4
George Lentini
Donna Shore
Write In
Write In

Please consider entering your name as a write in to help
run our club. If writing in another club member’s name
you must get their prior approval. Continuing BOD mem-
bers are always available to assist newcomers as you learn
the ropes. The BOD meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month and a term runs for 2 years.

~ o~ o~ o~ o~~~ s~ e~ o~ e~ o~~~

Please mail in this copy no later than Fri., March 25, 2011
to: Bonnie Scheffler

1077 Butler Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95407

If attending this month’s general meeting you can pick up
a ballot at the meeting and turn it in as you leave.
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AFA Bird Convention, August 3-6, 2011
San Mateo Marriott Hotel
“Jewels in Aviculture”

The American Federation of Aviculture presents 4 days of expert
speakers, events, tours, raffles and vendors of sEecial bird-
related items in the Bay Area this year at its 37" annual conven-
tion. Don’t miss the chance to mingle with other bird lovers and
view presentations from around the world.

Visit convention@afabirds.org for details.

EARLY BIRD AD’S

Bev Mager: (707) 795-8804 - For Sale: 5 yr old pair
of Pineapple Conures. Currently on eggs; $800 a pair.

6 Lizard Canaries—3 pairs, call for price.

' In Home Bird Sitting Service:
& (707) 585-7524 or email
. Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net

9999999999999999
S REFRESHMENTS S

S S
@ If your last name begins @
& with A—F please bring a refreshment &
,@ to this month’s general meeting! @
S S
S S
S S

We will continue to assign refreshment contribu-
tions by alphabetical last name each month.

FIVIVIIIIINNNS



Calendar of Events

March: Sandy Mc Bride
April: Installation of New BOD
Guest Speaker—To Be Announced
May: Annual RECBC Toy Making Party
June: Speaker — Shannon Murphy
Avian Science Graduate UC Davis

“Bird Bathing Behavior”
July: Safari West
August: TBD
September: Pride Night
October: RECBC Bird Mart
November: Pot Luck Holiday Dinner
December: No Meeting

THE FEATHER FARM, INC

$449.95 $349.95 5
36"X28"X68" 32"X23"X65" 24"X22"X60" 26"X20"X68"

All cages come with feed doors, cups, seed skirQther styles and FREE SHIPPING FOR

removable bottom grid and are powder coated!Sjzes available! ALL
A WORLD LEADER IN METAL NEST BOXES

Super "T" Boot Box "L" Box
M L s L S L Special Macaw
A-S105.00 S115.00 A-S65.00 $85.00 A-$65.00 $85.00 A-$155.00
U-$78.75 $86.25 U-S48.75863.75 1-$48.75%63.75 U-S112.50

| . = !
1 i — r
‘}'J. b Call for i_ o]
i i 1
Prices are subject to e £ e
change without notice Website--www.featherfarm.com

1181 Fourth Ave. Napa, CA 94559  Ph # (707) 255-8833
CCAS MEMRBERS GET 10%» OFF Fax # (707) 255-5446

17“

— |
1 ]

cs(@featherfarm.com

A BIRD LOVER'S
PARADISE

« BIRDS - From Finches to Parrots
« CAGES - Large Selection

« FOOD - Seed, pellets, treats

« TOYS - Great variety

PLUS MUCH MORE

ru“__---_‘_“_ﬁ_u_u----1

RECBC Members Receive

10% OFF

Bird Food, Cages and Supplies.

i i
i 1
I i
I !
i i
(8 .

AV
375 Southwest Bivd.
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

(707) 795-1242

Since 1978



RECBC - Notice
Club Meeting Rules

Bringing birds to meefings

Your bird is welcome. provided you follow the club rules.
If you are unable to follow these rules, please leave your
bird (s) at home or you will be asked to leave the meeting.

1.All birds must be in good health, not on any medication, or have wounds or
sores of any kind.

2. Owner is responsible for bringing newspaper or a clean large towel for each
bird brought to the meeting. A bird stand is helpful but not mandatory.

3.Chairs must not be used as perches.

4.All stands, carriers, cups, & cages must be free of bird droppings, dirt, or
stains.

5.0wner must clean up after their bird and ensure that the room, carpet and
furniture are kept clean.

6. No birds are to be left unattended.

7.Bird owners accept full responsibility and liability for the actions of their birds -
|.e. bites,damage, droppings, damage to property and / and or members.

8. All members will hold their own birds at meetings. Birds are not to be passed
around. This will reduce the risk of possible bites and injuries.

Remember when walking around the room,
your bird is only allowed to
leave it's droppings on_you.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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SPEAKER OF THE MONTH

Sande McBride grew up in Napa, California. Her love for ani-
mals started at a very young age. She was not able to get a bird until
high school, when a friend had given her a cockatiel. Sande knew
she wanted to work with animals, and that passion led her to The
Feather Farm.

In 2000, she started working at The Feather Farm in Napa,
where she worked her way up from cleaning cages to running the
office. With The Feather Farm having 40 plus years of avian ex-
perience (from manufacturing their own cages, nest boxes, and
toys, to breeding everything from canaries to hyacinths), Sande was
able to jump in headfirst and hasn’t looked back since. She learned
how to hand feed babies, tame and work with birds that needed
extra handling, and has gained a vast knowledge of avian behavior.
Over the years she has made numerous friends and a cult following
of customers at The Feather Farm.

In 2007 she married her sweetheart of seven years who also has
a soft spot for animals. Her flock consists of 2 senegals, 4 cocka-
tiels, 2 canaries, and 10 ducks (2 of which are indoor and wear
duck pants).

In 2009 Sande decided to go to college. She 1s getting her edu-
cation in accounting. Her next step 1s to go to fashion design
school. Her dream 1s to start her own business and to just be able
to sew beautiful pieces for everyone to enjoy.



wt Always The Finest In Bird Supplies g&

Kaylor of Colarado

§WEST HARVES]
¥

ROUDYBUSH"

Proivm Fosal for Yoer Fafualr Pet

Caged And Wild Bird

Fresh Seeds - Treats - Equipment

Toys - Cages - Books - Medications
And Much More!

[ |
I RECBC Members Receive A |

: 5% Discount :

I On All Caged Bird Feed And Supplies |
‘ !

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEENS
Serving Sonoma County Since 1967
21 West 7th St. - Santa Rosa, CA

(707) 545-0721

www.westernfarmcenter.com
Mon - Sat 8:00-5:30 Sun 9:30 - 4:00

A [ TR o

(Continued from page 5)

possibly Carol Stanley speaking in April; and Bonnie Zimmerman
making a presentation in August.

Old Business: Cheryl will publish an inventory of the library

books in an upcoming newsletter so interested members may
contact her directly to bring a book to a meeting for them to bor-
row.

Next month’s Board meeting will be Wednesday, March 16, to
accommodate St. Patrick’s Day celebrations on the 17",

Submitted by Karyn Paulson

ALDERBROOK PET HOSPITAL

I

% Lee W. Thorne, D.V.M.

; OWNER

Avian & Small Arnimal

Medicine and Surgery
(707) 542-7387

N FAX (707) 542-4340

1533 FOURTH“STREET / SANTA ROSA, CA 95404

Safari West/Hilton Sonoma Co. Wine Country
Avicultural Society of America

6™ Annual Education Conference
March 30-April 2, 2011

Slide shows, 3 days of talks, parties, wine tasting, visit to Safari
West including barbecue, and after-tours of Six Flags Bird Dept,
Isolee Smith aviary, and Swan Lake Farms.

Jack Hanna is set to be Keynote Speaker (but may be called away at
the last minute). Other speakers from Davis, LA Zoo, City Zoos of
NY, Monterey Bay Aquarium, etc.

Visit asabirds.org for details.
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